e
Fi 1

e
= =y

4 1 ¥ 1

= 4 . i1 o

ra
L= - .
[

=——ryiemiering e
. s VL il e .:. —"'—" ‘51.
i T .Jj_l_/ /5 !
e w LU TN
= —— " ///////]//[£] /1] |
— | ) ()
'-u/Jy{Jz//dJ_’{_/f UIEIS
L HOWTHEYWONIIEY




KOX

The Only Peninsula-Wide Publication for USFK Members

October 2000, Yolume 29, Number 10

U.S. Forces Korea Public Affairs Officer
Col. Samuel T. Taylor Il
Eighth U.S. Army Public Affairs Officer
Lt. Col. Thomas E. Nickerson
Command Information NCOIC

Master Sgt. Thom Cuddy

KORUS STAFF
Editor
Army Sgt. John R. Rozean
Staff Writers

Army Pfc. Nicole C. Adams
Army Pfc. Edgar R. Gonzalez

Contributors
KATUSA Cpl. Choi, Joon Yung
Army Pfc. Jimmy Norris
Mr. Yo, Kyong Il
Barry Napp

Send submissions, letters and
suggestions to: USFK PAO, ATTN:
KORUS, Unit # 15237, APO AP 96205-
0010, or call 723-6183. Fax us at 723-
7726 or e-mail information to:
rozeanj@usfk.korea.army.mil or
mccullought@usfk.korea.army.mil
Deadline: 45 days prior to date of
publication

KORUS is an authorized civilian enterprise
publication, published for members of United States
ForcesKorea. Contents of KORUS are not necessar-
ily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, Department of Defense, or USFK.

KORUS isan unofficia publication authorized
under AR 360-81. Editorial content is prepared, ed-
ited, and provided by the Command Information Di-
vision of the USFK/EUSA Public Affairs Office.

KORUS s printed monthly by IMC, aprivate
firm in no way connected with the Department of De-
fense, under exclusive written contract with USFK.
Circulation is 16,000 copies, printed at KoreaHerald
and distributed by Pacific Stars and Stripes.

The appearance of advertising in this publica-
tion, including inserts or supplements, does not con-
stitute endorsement by the Department of Defense or
USFK of the products or services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall
be made available for purchase, use or patronage
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, politi-
cal affiliation, or any other non-merit factor of the
purchaser, user or patron. If aviolation or rejection
of this equal opportunity policy by an advertiser is
confirmed, the publisher shall refuse to print adver-
tising from that source until the violation is corrected.
For advertising sales, call IMC at 82-2-792-1232,
2nd Floor, Namdo Bldg., 10-8 Dongbinggo-dong,
Y ongsan-ku, Seoul 140-230 Korea.

FAX: 82-2-793-5576

e-mail: imc@uriel.net

OCTOBER 2000

A huge crane lowers materials into a structure during
the early phases of a barracks construction operation
at Camp Red Cloud in 1999. The Corps of Engineers
are currently putting the finishing touches on the
project.

Photo by Yo, Kyong Il

An ‘EXPQ’ of the new millennium

‘New Millennium Smiles’ greet visitors in
Kyongju at the former Shilla Dynasty
capital city during the Kyongju Culture
EXPO. East meets west, and traditional
culture blends with the present in an
explosion of imagination.

A hero of the past hopes for the future

A Korean War Medal of Honor recipient
fought hard defending freedom and

Page protecting his unit. He fought just as
22 hard to carry on in his own life following a reality he
wishes no one else ever has to experience again.

ReV|S|t|ng Inchon Sept. 1950

Fifty years ago last month U.N.
Forces stormed ashore at Inchon.
Commemorations held around the
peninsula try to keep the spirit of
heros alive as well as render honor
to them and the sacrifices they
made here.
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KYONGJU WORLD CULTURIE

Courtesy photo

(Above left) Southeast of Kyongju, the Sakyamuni
Buddha faces the east at the Sokkuram Grotto, a cave
like structure which houses the magnificent statue
constructed out of granite in the mid-eighth century.

Story and photos by
Sqgt. John K. Kozean

trip to the city of Kyongju takes
A the traveler back more than a

thousand years to the days of
the Shilla dynasty when the city was the
capital of the entire peninsula. Any day of
the year, it would be difficult for the site
seeker to not find something interesting to
look at in Kyongju, but from now until Nov.
10 it is nearly impossible.

In the Powmun Lake Resort and down-
town area, the Kyongju World Cultural
EXPO 2000 kicked off last month with an
excitement born from the new millennium.

“It is fitting during this hopeful new
millennium age that (the “EXPQO”) embrace
the human race’s most desired dreams and
wishes,” said Lee, Eui-Geoun, chairman of

The statue still sits high in the mountains southeast of Kyongju. Visitors are restricted from
getting too close to the Buddha by a glass case, but at this year’s EXPO, one can become a
butterfly in a computer generated virtual reality tour and get within inches of the ancient con-
struction. (Above right) At the Baekgyel Performance Ground, actors present a theme perfor-
mance which explores a collision of imagination and coexistence between the East and the

West.

KORUS



the EXPQO’ s organizing committee.

“In Kyongju, you will feel the magnifi-
cent cultural tradition and idealistic model
for a new culture for human beings to
pursue. No where else in Koreais a better
place to have such an EXPO,” said Lee,
Jung-Bae, organizing committee secretary
general.

The city holds on to traditional Korean
culture more than alot of citiesin Korea,
according to Lee, Jeong Cheol, a Seoul
travel agent who has many satisfied
customers visiting the event this year.

“It is a wonderful experience that |
encourage for everyone,” he said. “| see
lots of smiling faces.”

Perhaps those are “New Millennium
Smiles,” which is one of the themes for
this years event, along with the “New
Millennium Breath,” a breath that symbol-
izes anew cultura beginning.

Not only can one experience the Korean
culture there but displays also highlight
cultures from around the world.

(Upper left photo) Hwarang (left) and
Wonhwa, the expo’s mascots, dance in
front of the Garden for Peace and Unifi-
cation. (Above) A model of the city of
Kyongju during the time of the Shilla
dynasty highlights the Hwanyongsa
(Yellow Dragon Temple), which burnt
down in 1238 and only the foundation
stones are left today. Not only can EXPO
goers see the model version of the tower
at the Oriental Culture Hall, they can also
experience the tower by virtual reality at
the Breath of Sorabal exhibit. (Left)
Anacong plays Dance Dance Revolution
with more than the thirty friends in the
Cyber Character Hall. (Bottom left)
Television monitors show the
human face Soomaksae, which
is a convex roof tile that would
be found at building eave
edges during the Shilla period
and is also an EXPO symbol
representing world cultural
unification. A Shilla era figurine
of a typical civil official is
displayed in the back ground.
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“It isnot just a celebration of (Korean) culture but of the
world's,” said Lee, Jung-Bae.

He said that the EXPO officials would do all they can to
accommodate U.S. military members, including a discounted
rate for entrance to the exhibits. The hotels in Kyongju aso
offer 30 percent discounts to EXPO-goers.

To inhale the new millennium breath in person, contact
your installation U.S.O to see what tours are available or get
in touch with alocal travel agent.

L

(Upper left) The EXPO'’s logo is constructed
out of cactus plants in the Garden of Peace and
Unification. (Upper right) The performers’
movements appear to be synchronized with one
another as well as the movement of the image
on the huge monitor in the background. (Left)
Dancers participate in a street show. Several
dancers, dressed in traditional clothing, from all
around the world, participate in EXPO parades.
(Lower left) A family tries to touch a hologram
that appears
as if it could
be touched
until the
curious get
too close.
(Bottom right)
A demonstra-
tor gets some
serious air
exhibiting a
traditional
Korean
seesaw.
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y themefor this

by Gen. Thomas A.
huddle with you is

M balanced readiness.

Balanced Readinessistied to the
proper balance of threekey areas:
Training, I nfrastructure, and
Quality of Life. It isalso directly
tied to warfighting readiness.

All of us serveto promote peace
on “Freedom’s Frontier” — A tough
mission that requireshard work by
our joint and combined team of
teams.

To achieve balanced
readiness we must
train, equip,
maintain, and care
for our
servicemember s and
their families. This
enablesusto recruit,
retain, and carefor a
quality force of profes-
sionals. It also means
that balanced readiness
requires a delicate
balance among mission
accomplishment, and
carefor our infrastruc-
ture and quality of life
needs. Our ability to
fight tonight and win is
tied to the proper balance of these
three essential areas.

Our training continues at the
right pace. | am proud of what |
see! Our training iscarefully
planned and executed to ensure we
are combat ready, but not at the
expense of breaking our people or
equipment.

It isimportant to remember that
training remainsour first priority.

ICEUREdUIESS

schwartz

We have a good overall training
program that enables our
servicemembersto participatein
tough, realistic programsfrom
individual eventsto theater level
exer Cises.

Training in Korea also offers us
the unique opportunity totrain
with our Joint Services, Reservists
and our Republic of Korea Allies—
Wetrain to fight, and win asa
team of teams! Trainingisthe
bond that keepsour great alliance
together!

‘ ‘ New barracks, community
activity centers, and gyms
have already opened - Bal-
anced Readiness is what pulls
thistogether! My goal isto
make Korea the assignment of
choice - recognized through-
out the military as a profes-
sionally and personally re-
warding experience.

But equally important is having
sound infrastructurethat supports
training readiness. Thereare 92
installationsin Koreathat serve as
support facilities and training
platforms. | want you to know that
replacing outdated structures and
improving work, living, and play
areasisatop priority. Acrossthe
peninsula, you will seeimprove-
mentsto ranges, roads, training,

Gen. Thomas A Schwartz
Gommander: U.S. Forces Horea

Gommander in Ghief: United
Nations Command and ROK/U.S.
Gombined Forces Gommand

and marshaling areas.

My goal isto find efficiencies
and invest in enduring installa-
tionsthat offer living and working
conditions that will be equal to or
better than those in the United
States. Theseimportant projects
enhance training readiness and
promote pridein our organiza-
tions. It also showsthat we care
and are working to make a posi-
tive differencein thelives of our
servicemembersand their families.

Likewise, quality of life sup-
ports warfighting readiness, too.
Our medical, housing, recreation,
commissary, dining and family
support activitiesare very impor-
tant to you — | know this.
Servicemembers simply perform
better when their needsand
expectationsare met. New
barracks, community activity
centers, and gyms have already
opened — Balanced Readinessis
what pullsthistogether! My goal
isto make Koreathe assignment of
choice — recognized throughout the
military as a professionally and
personally rewar ding experience.

L et me end by thanking you for
your sacrifices. Servingin Korea
ishard work and it isthrough
balanced readiness that we stand
proud, motivated and ready.

KORUS



The Far East District paves.. =

A r'aad fa a be ffer

Korea

Story by Pfc. Edgar R. Gonzalez

ilitary leaders herein

Korea have launched

several campaigns with
the intent of making Korea one of the
best assignments in the military.

Spearheading this objective is the
Far East Digtrict of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

“Koreaisawonderful placeto be,”
said Col. Gregory S. Kuhr, com-
mander, FED.

“With its diverse and unique
culture, it has the opportunity to
provide a quality of life far better than
what you'll find in most installations
inthe U.S.,” he said. “It’s our mission
to attain that.”

With over 400 construction
projects currently in effect throughout

12

This barracks building above, located on Camp
Coiner, is one of many currently being built by the
FED. Upon completion it will resemble the recently

opened barracks building on the right, which is also

located on Cp. Coiner.

the peninsula, the FED is literally
building a better Korea. They are
charged with providing new and
renovating training facilities, gyms,
barracks, flood control systems and all
other structures essential to the U.S.
Forces Korea mission.

“We provide direct support to all
services assigned to USFK. Com-
manders tell us what they need built,
and we make it happen,” said Kuhr.

Money, of course, gets the final say
in what gets done and what doesn'’t.
But, Kuhr said, “The senior leadership
of all the services have worked very
hard and been successful in getting
(financial) support from Congress.”

Much of this funding has gone to
improve the 2nd Infantry Division's

“Warrior Country.”

The Tongduchon Resident Officeis
responsible for contract administra-
tion of an approximately $155 million
program to replace 350 Korean War
era quonset huts with modern facili-
ties, following flood damage from
Typhoon Olgain August 1998.

“This will improve the quality of
life for the roughly 8,000 21D soldiers
by constructing ten 200-soldier
barracks, four 48-soldier Bachelor
Officer Quarters, 20 company opera-
tions facilities, three dining facilities,
five vehicle maintenance facilities, a
physical fitness center and numerous
warehouses and administrative
facilities,” said Woody Bargar,
Tongduchon resident engineer.

KORUS



Isaac Gonzales, the quality assurance representative for
Uijongbu, takes great pride in making sure these projects
meet the standards their users deserve.

“l wasin the Army for 15 years. | was afirst sergeant,
so taking care of soldiersisin my blood,” he said. “I
believein what | do, and I’'m happy to give soldiers what
they need.”

With its newly completed headquarters building and
adjacent barracks, Company B, 122nd Signal Battalion is
enjoying the program. The company recently rel ocated
from older buildingsin Camp Casey to new onesin Camp
Red Cloud.

“The buildings are much better,” said Staff Sgt. Aruna
G. Matthews, a Node Center Switch System operator with
122nd Signal Bn.

“They are more modern,” he said. “The moving process
naturally had its difficulties, but all in al it's adrastic
improvement. The laundry room in my barracksis the
most wonderful thing I’ ve ever seen. It has 30 washers!”

The servicemembers who train at the Korean Training
Center’s Live Fire Complex are just as excited by the
improvements made there.

When told that the new, unlabeled buildings would soon
be replacing the tents he was accustomed to staying in,
Chief Warrant Officer (2) Gary Rubianes, an attack pilot
with the Assassins Troop, 16th Cavalry Regiment, did not
hold back his enthusiasm.

“Really!” he said, “| was hoping they’d be for us. That's
outstanding. This place has really improved.”

The LFC plays avital role to our mission. It isthe only
place in Koreato qualify tanks, Bradleys and aviation. It is
the only place in Koreato conduct platoon live fire
qualification.

The FED went in there and improved the flood control
system, added firing positions and constructed two kilome-
ters of road.

“Before (the improvements) we were limited to qualify-

This canal allows
rainfall to harm-
lessly escape.
Korea’s weather
makes flood
control systems a
vital part of any
installation’s
makeup.

ing individual crews, and we were limited on what maneu-
versthey could perform,” said J.C. Clark, the LFC officer
in charge. “Now we can train entire platoons at a time and
practice more advanced and realistic maneuvers. They
really helped us maximize the use of the complex.”

The average number of soldiers using the complex each
day has grown from 600 to 1,500. The range can now also
be customized to fit its user, be it aground or air vehicle,
in under an hour.

“It's much easier to train not having to worry about
things we shouldn’t have to worry about. It's easier to
maintain focus on targets and on our plan without having
to endure leaky roofs or changeover delays,” said Chief
Warrant Officer (2) LisaK. Justice, an attack pilot with A
Troop.

The improvements were not limited to the range, but

were spread out to cover all the facets

that go into making the LFC aworld-
class training center.

When the aviators called for a
concrete pad to serve as their forward
air refuel point, the FED made the
concrete thick enough to also support
tanks to fully optimize the space.

“They looked at every aspect,”
said Master Sgt. William T. Parsons,
the noncommissioned officer in

Continuedon page 16

Company B, 122 Signal Bn.’s brand new four-
story barracks building, located in Camp Red
Cloud, is conveniently located next to the
company’s headquarters. The barracks
building is one of many new such buildings in
the camp.

OCTOBER 2000
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The new concrete =
sections afford
tanks greater
maneuverability,
traction and overall
performance.

Culverts not
only control - -
flooding, but they also make it easier to cross the
stream during the heavy rains.

= i

charge of the LFC. “We even have a maintenance bay
for crew chiefs to work on their vehicles when it's
raining.”

Spc. Kwame Opoku, an Apache AH-64 crew chief with
A Troop, noticed and appreciated the improvements.

“I'm glad | don’t have to work on a gravel road
anymore,” he said. “ Also, there are little things that make a
difference. We can stay better focused on our mission
when we don’t have to waste time doing things like
lugging drinking water back and forth.”

“Soldiers are usually here for weeks at atime, so quality
of lifeisimportant to them and to the mission,” said Clark.

The same is true throughout the peninsula.

“We have afamily housing construction ongoing at
Camp Humphreys that will house 180 families,” said Kuhr.
“We are also planning for additional family housingin
Y ongsan and are currently renovating the 121st Hospital
there.”

He said he's noticed drastic improvement since his last
tour in Koreain 1992.

“Still,” he continued, “there’s alot of work to be done.
But there is aplan designed to fix it. By 2008 al soldiers
should be housed in barracks that meet Army standards.
The (commander in chief) and service component com-
manders have done an outstanding job putting the plan into
effect.”

Hand in hand with improving the quality of lifeis
constructing quality structures. The FED makes sure all
projects meet the stringent standards the Army enforces
worldwide. If this means material needs to be shipped
from the U.S,, then that’s what happens.

16

The FED pro-
tected the land
against erosion.

A Bradley
fighting ve- hicle moves into one of the LFC’s
new battle positions.

After the FED receives a request, they design the
project and contract it out. Thisis just the beginning of
their job.

A FED construction manager oversees the entire
construction process. He tests all the materials used and
makes sure the plans are understood and adhered to. He
also ensures safety regulations are followed.

“We take great pride in having a safe working environ-
ment,” said Rehbein.

Oncethejob is finished, it undergoes a series of
inspections by the FED, Department of Public Works and
al other relevant parties. The contractor then fixes any
problems, and once the improvements are checked off, the
building is open for business.

Still, the contractor is not relieved of his obligation.
Under warranty provisions, the building is checked four
and nine months after its opening, and the contractor is
responsible for fixing any problems.

“We do this to make sure soldiers get what they
deserve,” said Rehbein. “The number of projects we have
going is testament to the commitment the command has to
the soldiers and their future here. Many soldiers are only
dissatisfied by the fact these facilities weren’t provided
sooner.”

And though he knows that not everything can be
finished at one time, he is confident the command’ s vision
will become reality soon enough.

“Construction takes time, but we take pride in ensur-
ing the job is doneright,” he said. “U.S. facilitiesin
Koreawill continue to improve. Soldiers will want to
come here.”

KORUS



News and Notes

Sec. Def.: military readiness is high

By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — People wanting to
know if U.S. forces are ready “should
ask Saddam Hussein,” said Defense Sec-
retary William S. Cohen Sept. 7.

Cohen, visiting Bowdoin College in
Brunswick, Maine, said the United States
has the best forces in the world.

“1 think we should ask (Iragi dictator)
Saddam Hussein whether or not (U.S.)
forces were ready to carry out Operation
Desert Fox,” Cohen said. “I think we
should ask (Serbian President Slobodan
Milosevic) as to whether or not we were
ready to carry out the Allied Force opera-
tionin Kosovo.”

Pentagon spokesman Ken Bacon said
during a Pentagon press conference Sept.
7 that the United States is spending close
to $300 hillion per year on national de-
fense. “It's more than al our NATO al-
lies combined are spending,” he said.

Bacon said the military could always
spend more, but that “the military and ci-
vilian leadership have worked very hard
in the last several years to meet the needs
of the military.”

Bacon cited recent pay hikes, pay
table reform and revamping the military
retirement system as examples of DoD’s
efforts to make military careers more at-
tractive.

Recruiting has been a problem for the
services, but Bacon said these personnel

changes seem to be working and noted all
four services will make their fiscal 2000 re-
cruiting goals.

Bacon also said DoD has devoted $60
billion to modernization in the fiscal 2001
budget, up from $43 billion in fiscal 1998.
Modernization is not only accomplished
through new equipment, but also through
new ideas. Bacon described the Air Force
unmanned aerial vehicle programs as ways
to gather intelligence and place it in the
hands of those who need it quickly.

He spoke about the Army’s efforts to
make the service lighter, more mobile and
more lethal. The Navy islooking at waysto
make ships more modern and more lethal
with fewer sailors aboard. “We're working
on avariety of projects,” Bacon said. “This
takes time. It requires a lot of investment,
but we won't see the results immediately.”

Responding to reporters’ questions about
troops on food stamps, Bacon said that un-
fortunately some people in the military
qualify for them, but the number is drop-
ping. A total of 19,400 service members re-
ceived food stamps in 1991. “Today we es-
timate that there are 5,100 people on food
stamps,” Bacon said.

He noted that DoD has asked Congress
for authority to take over the program for
active duty service members. By not consid-
ering housing allowances as income, which
the Agriculture Department does, DoD could
actually increase the number of service
members eligible for assistance by 2,500 to
2,800.

A helping hand

Locate a buddy

A web siteisavailableto
help soldiers locate fellow
soldiers whom they have
lost contact with over the
years.

Thesiteisauthorized for
use by anyone with a .gov
or .mil domain. The
website can be found at
http: /wwl.er ec.army.mil

U.S. Army gets
new, improved
PT uniform

Army recruits are being
issued the Improved Army
Physical Fitness Uniform
while sizes to fit most sol-
diers have been available
across the peninsula since
August.

A complete set includes
a water-resistant, hoodless
jacket; black water resistant
pants; black moisture
wicking shorts and long
sleeve shirts. The set will
set soldiers back about
$110, more than double the
price of the old uniform.

The uniform’s manda-
tory possession date is Oct.
1, 2003, when all soldiers
will be required to have one

rtesy phbtb

jacket, one pair of pants,
two sets of trunks, and two
short sleeves and one long
sleeved T-shirt.

A recent DA message al-
lows both the old and the
new fitness uniformsin for-
mations, but soldiers should
keep in mind that regula-
tions prohibit them from
mixing old items with new
items.

Soldiers from the 2nd Infantry Division’s 2nd
3 Battalion, 9th Infantry and 1st and 2nd Bn., 72nd

- . 3

Armor, help local farmers salvage their rice crop after
Typhoon Prapiroon recently left flooding and wind
damage in its wake.

“The soldiers should feel good about what they
did today. Serving in Korea is more than preparing
for combat, it is also about getting in the
community and helping out,” said Capt. Sidney
Gourdine, Co. D, 1-72nd AR.

(Information provided by 2ID and Area | Public
Affairs Offices.)
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Army spouse wins gold in Olympics

By Tim Hipps

SYDNEY, Austradia—A U. S.
Army spouse was the first athlete to
strike gold down under in the 2000
Summer Olympic Games.

Nancy Johnson, wife of Staff Sgt.
Kenneth Johnson, scored 9.9 pointsto
break afirst-place deadlock on her 10th
and final shot in the women's 10-meter
air rifle finale last month. She defeated
Korea s Cho-Hyun Kang, 497.7 to
497.5, in aclimactic frenzy for the first
gold medal of the 28th Olympiad at
Cecil Park Shooting Centre.

“ldidit! I did it!” Johnson ex-
claimed moments after redizing her
historic feat. “I won the first gold medal
a the Olympics!” Makethat thefirst
gold meda of the Millennium Games.

“The fact that it’sthefirst oneis
awesome,” said Johnson, 26, of
Hinsdale, III. “That’s pretty cool.
They can't take this one away.” She
considered the victory aredemption
for finishing a disappointing 36th in
the 1996 Summer Games in Atlanta.

“To be ableto hold on and
constantly move up is a good feeling,”
she said. “There was a pack of usin
there with the same score, so it was
anybody’s game. | usually keep track
of where | am. But because the
scoreboard was above my head, every

time | looked up | was looking into
the lights, so | didn’t want to do that.
So | stopped looking.

“1 just got over it and went out
there with a smile on my face,”
Johnson said of the final round. “And
went out there to do my best.”

The women’ s competition consists
of 40 shots fired from the standing
position within 75 minutes, with the
top eight shooters entering a 10-round
final with 75 seconds per shot. In the
finals, the bull’ s-eye is one-half
millimeter wide — less than one-
fiftieth of aninch.

“My dad got me into shooting at
age 15,” she explained. “1 wanted to
try archery originaly, but there
wasn'’t anything around that was
available to me. But there was alocal
rifle club.”

“She's been training at Fort
Benning for the last three years now,”
said her husband, who married Nancy
in 1998. “ She trains with the Army
and works with the Army coach.

“It could' ve been the last gold
medal, and it could’ ve been onein the
middle. But being that it's the first,
and for the United States, and my
wife—you can't beat that,” said Ken.

(Tim Hipps is the Army Community
and Family Support Center Olympics
correspondent in Sydney, Australia.)

Recognizing
Hispanic
contributions

National Hispanic Heritage
month began Sept. 15 and
continues until Oct 15.

(Above) Col. Steven D.
Holtman, 34th Support Group
commander, introduces 94th
Military Police Battalion Command
Sgt. Maj. Raul Salinas (right) as
the guest speaker at a kick-off
ceremony held at the Dragon Hill
Lodge last month.

The event focused on the
accomplishments of many
American Hispanics.

each service’s field equipment.

Release.)

Learning from each other

The ‘MEDREG 2000’ Joint Medical Exercise was |
a classic example of the continued realistic battle
focused training efforts and cooperation of the U.S.
Army, U.S. Air Force and the Republic of Korea
Armed Forces. (On the right) ROK medics practice
evacuating a patient. At both Korean and American
combat support hospital settings in the Osan/Taejon

“This is a very meaningful exercise. After this
exercise, as allied military forces, we will be able
to be a strong (team) and provide sound service,”
said ROK Major Cho, C1. Combined Forces
Command Medical Operations officer.

(From an 18th MEDCOM Public Affairs News
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Largest Osan protest ever ends peacefully

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea— Despite the presence of
about 400 people from the student group Hanchongnyon out-
side Osan’ smain gate, a 75-minute protest took place without
any property damage or clashes between the protesters and
either the Korean National Police or U.S. military members.

During other protests on the peninsula, Hanchongyon
members have sometimes clashed with local police and dam-
aged U.S. government property.

Although the protest turned out to be peaceful, Osan’'s
leadership, their Republic of Korea Air Force counterparts
and the KNP didn’t take any chances. About 2,000 KNP of -
ficers, ROKAF police, 51st CES and other 51st Fighter Wing
members were in place at either Osan or Air Force Village

“This combined approach to the protest shows how ef-
fectively we cooperate with our ROKAF partners and the
KNP,” said Air Force Col. Neil Kanno 51st Support Group
commander.

While protestsin Korea like this one have recently taken
an anti-American dant, Pacific Air Forces commander, Gen.
Patrick K. Gamble, said that military members should re-
member why U.S. forces are here.

After all, “we' re here to protect (their free speech) rights,”
he said. “Our concern is when (the protest) turns hostile or
violent. The ROK government is very concerned about this
too, and they are working that issue very hard.”

(Froma MIG Alley FLYER article written by Air Force

to ensure things remained in control.

Check it out
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Master Sgt. John Norgren.)

USFK CDR listens for opinions

To reach out to every military
and Department of Defense civilian
member throughout the peninsula, a
guestionnaire was developed to so-
licit information and ideas. Unitsare
distributing it to individuals viaDoD
email.

The questionnaire is part of ama:
jor campaign by the USFK com-
mander to improve the quality of life
for our military communities. The
commander’s objective is to make
Korea an assignment of choice for
military members and spouses.

The six-question questionnaire is

designed to get thetroops' (at all lev-
els) perspective,” said Casmir
Nitkowski, of the Korean Tour Im-
age Enhancement Working Group,
which has been designated to evalu-
ate the survey results.

“We plan to saturate the com-
mand and get everyone’s opinion.
Their input will help improve qual-
ity of life in Korea for themselves
and future members,” he said.

A cost of living questionnaire is
also in the works.

(From an Area |l Public Affairs
news release.)

ke T

Seventy-five youngsters from the
Songtan school were invited on to
Camp Humphreys last month to learn
more about the equipment as well as
the soldiers stationed there. (Above)
Students from the All Children’s World
Preschool try out features on the 377th
Medical Company’s Medical Evacuation
helicopter.

“Lately all we hear about are the
demonstrations at different military
posts. Unfortunately, you don’t hear
enough about the great relationships we
share,” said 1st Lt. Peter Song, Apache
pilot, 6th Cavalry Brigade.

(From an Area Ill news release.)

Burning some rubber

The only facility of its kind on a West Speedway, located on Camp
military installation in Asia, the Daytona Humphreys, is now offering a special

group tour package. The package
includes lunch and two hours of action
packed, uninterrupted racing.

“This is a perfect opportunity to
schedule something different and fun
for your unit, your private organization,
your church, your youth group or for a
special birthday party,” said Area lll
Business Operations Division Chief
Larry Gennaccaro.

The deal “is a complete package
at a very affordable price,” said
Gennaccaro. For more information,
call 753 -3101.

(Photo Left) Racers zoom around
one of the tracks tight corners.
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Remembering the ‘Forgotten’ War

Getting a foothold ...

After stepping out of the trenches

by Pfc. Edgar R. Gonzalez

David B. Bleak
| along with six
n Nov. 2, 1953, L other Korean War
O David D. Bleak stood | ';’éi?;'e?]';'s"\?vgfer
before President Dwight presented with
D. Eisenhower on the White honorary Korean |
House lawn as the president medals by retired &8
awarded him the highest military Republic of Korea g
medal in the American military — Am;ﬁg%;ﬁ:lz
the M Edal Of Honor. B Specia] ceremony
Such exalted standing and held at Yongsan’s [f
merit was a far cry from the Knight Field last
innocent and common'instincts e
that placed an 18-year-old boy in .I

the position to earn them.

“| enlisted,” said Bleak. g |
was just a young kid who w fter a year in Japan, he left then get
to go out and see the world.” Orea as part of an advanced It wa
And see the world he did. nit with the 23rd Infantry On June 14, 1952, near
After completing his Initial Entry th40th Infantry Divi- Minari-gol, his group became
Training, Bleak was sent to the target of intense automatic ||
Japan, where he prepared for We landed in Inchon,” weapons fire and suffered sev-
battle in Korea. remembered Bleak, “and we eral casualties.
“Back then,” said didn’t see anything but ruins. After administering first aid to
Lois, his wife of 40 e city had been decimated by  the wounded, he continued to

years, “people didn’t ‘ ‘ u ENadvance with the patrol.
even know where Why me? Why not the r estiof Nearing the military

Korea was.” f he hill, heonce

“Our involvement in th* Everybody was dol ng
Korea wascommon¥ — thethings| received the

referred to as a ‘Pelice

Action,’” said Bleak. for. - ed in @
But he quickly found
out Whaflt was really about. pm war. All civilians hzm.
“Whiletraining in Japan, ‘we He was the senior m french, Bleak close
had quite a few World War 11 when they wereor dered.to attack N
veter ans swiftly tell us what we ide some rﬁ |t
wer e getting into,” he saig the'@nemy, he volunteer ed.
h of pris-

“They sai Take‘ﬂ ral g “Wen ab
seriously, lads, lbecause we oners to interrogate
sending you out there to get ina was doing,” he

gm Shot.”” “We'd gos the mi
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(L |f you can helpsord‘&- 3

you just doit.” .

Moving from the emplacement, he saw a gre- one, yOu dO It. That’
nade fall in front of his buddy. Bleak quickly - |
shifted his position, shielding the man from the how (Amerlcan ol
impact of the blast.

“If you can help someone, you do it,* he said. are.

“You don’t think. You have a job to do, and you
doit. That's how we all were.”
Later, while administering first aid to a casualty, l. 0 stay on and was
he was struck by an enemy’s bullet. [Despite ' . :
wound, he still endeavored to evacuate his patient. ~ mander cal office one day. ‘Oh
“The only way to get back was to keep going oh,” l.th mmething bad.”” n
and hope for the best,” he said. Thats 1 h out-he had baﬂr
| |

As he moved down the hill, carrying the
of them?” he

wounded soldier, two enemy.soldiers with fixed

bayonets attacked him. Closirp with the aggr

sors, he grabbed them and neutralized th ing the things |
smacking their heads together. Hewas then

finally able to deliver his companion to y. ste | th€'military, Bleak went b

“You goin uvlt, not as one man,” Bleak
explained.

hi t:l.e
g

t
with#many veter ans, the transition

These were actions t n
Med onor. i n easy one.
| a couple of guys weretaking mental &l was a lot more nervous (after thewar),” he
id how h vior w i “ 1t took me one year to,get eet back
b i s ground.”

terrible
eof t

ks that L
ght,”

. e would havet
would wake him u
=, his wife said. qt.
: “1 felt about waking her up,” he said.
B wast .“I"also missed the people in my

Today Bleak keeps closetigwith the mili-
K tary.

“] like to keep up with events and make sure
that the training today’ssoldier s are receiving
will qualify them to e same things we did.

“Buty" he eontinues,™ | hope that none of
them will receiVie the Medal of Honor,”
iSonly awar ded during wartime.

“But in case we do get intolanother
said, “ Americanswill continue earnin
Medal because thatisithe kind of men weghave™
And that’s the kind‘6f'man David D. Bleak was
proud to.become. n

(The account of Bleak’s wartime actions was
compiled from the orderswhich awarded him the
Medal of Honor.)
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noons, children scrambl
their neighborhood to find en
people to play afriendly game of
football. Everyone knows the game
has been scheduled, but finding
enough participants seemsto be a
challenge. Thisis not the case with an
annual exercise held in the Republic
of Korea called Ulchi Focus Lens.
Commonly known as“UFL,” this
Command Post Exercise involved
about 56,000 ROK and 13,000 U.S
servicemembers. Some of the partici-
pants deployed from the Continental
United States, Japan and Guam. With
this number of “players’ from many
different neighborhoods, one can see
why it isthe largest CPX in the world
and clearly in aleague of its own.
UFL was born of two separate
exercises. “Ulchi,” was a ROK
training exercise to prepare for the
defense against a North Korean
invasion while “Focus Lens’ started
in 1969 under the command of the
United Nations. UFL is designed to

of UFL

evaluate and improve combined and joint
kagtion, procedures, plans and
for the conduct of
jons of ROK and U.S.

fully underst
me realize the big

Everyone from T
Owen, from all services, ROK G}
alike, learned it takes ateam effo be
successful. They aso learned that UFL
is definitely in aleague of its own.

A
-
r._i_-.__

f
7

i~ NP it

Spc. Jaion D. Lee

Se |
and

it cian &

Ho
kagp th
Telecs ncing
system up and
running in the
CP Oscar
Control room
during the UFL
exercise last

month.




Looks like we got ourselves a convoy

tion played an important part in the Ulchi Focus Lens
e taken for granted one key element —the move-
ies to Command Post Oscar, Taegu, during the
LTroop Command-Koreatook care of that

rpose wheeled vehicles and eight
Y ongsan Garrison to Camp
as transporti ng CP

way to use the organic assets that USATC-K has.

“1 think thisis agood step in the right direction. Theseu tor
more on themselves and the assets that they have. All other units *
themselves, and so should we,” said Scott L. Cannon, HHC EUSA trai
noncommissioned officer in charge.

Preparation for the trip to Taegu began well before the actua departure
date with a practice drive to and from Osan Air Base July 31.

Loading for UFL began on the 15th in front of Balboni Theater. At the
end of load-up, the convoy moved to the motorpool to conduct final staging,
receive any last-minute changes and conduct radio checks.

Then, they were off. Seven hours and severd bresks later, the convoy arrived.

“1 would call it a success because everyone made it here without getting
lost and there were no incidents,” Cannon said.

Reception Staging Onward Movement and I ntegrdti i ?
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of the “Forgotten” War

Landing was vital to
re-taking Seoul
By Barry R. Napp

Area 1 Public Affairs Officer
uring the grim opening weeks
of the Korean War, while

D American and South Korean

forces fought desperately in defense of the
Pusan Perimeter, then Far East Com-
mander and General of the Army Douglas
MacArthur was already conceiving a bold stroke that
would crush the North Korean People’'s Army. He

at Inchon, a port city on South Korea's west coast
which was close to Seoul and important to North
Korean Army supply lines.

planned an amphibious assault behind North Korean lines

A Tae Kwon Do
i_| demonstrator from
s Republic of Korea’s 1st
Marine Division per-
formed at the 50th
Anniversary of
the Korean
War Inchon
Landing
Bl Commemo-
| ration

| Ceremony
to pay
tribute to
the heros
of the
landing.

Objectives were three-fold: neutralize Wolmi Island,
which controlled access to Inchon Harbor, land and
capture Inchon, seizing Kimpo Airfield near Seoul, and
finally, capture Seoul itself.

Planning for the invasion of Inchon, code-named Opera-
tion “CHROMITE,” was started in August of 1950 and
completed the following month.

The amphibious assault began on the morning of Sept. 15
and the 1st and 5th Marine Regiments of the First Marine
Division with the first wave reached Wolmi Island encoun-
tering almost no resistance.

Later that afternoon, two other waves of assault forces
headed for separate landing areas on Inchon’s shoreline,
designated Red Beach and Blue Beach. These “ beaches”
were faced with solid rock sea walls, which the
Marines had to climb.

After some intense fighting, both Red and Blue
Beach were secured early on the morning of September 16. A solid
line now existed around Inchon and escape for any enemy still
within the city became unlikely.

Casualties for the X Corps invasion forces were 20 men killed, 1
missing in action and 174 wounded.

Seoul was taken back by forces of the U.S. 7th Inf. Div. and
Marines from the 1st Marine Div. on September 27. During this
period, most of the 7th Inf. Div. moved southward to block escape
routes of North Korean troops attempting to retreat as Eighth U.S.
Army broke out of the Pusan Perimeter.

By Oct. 7, with North Korean forcesin full retreat, Operation
CHROMITE was findly fulfilled, and the allies declared the opera-
tion a total victory and arguably one of the most successful opera-
tionsin military history.

OCTOBER 2000

Dancers present a beutiful formation as
part of the commemoration.
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Every month the KORUS staff travels throughout the peninsula searching for
stories to spark our readers’ interest. I nevitably, many individuals who are vital to
the U.S. Forces Korea mission will be left out of our coverage, but occasionally a

few will be given the chance to...

Hometown:
What do
“1 enjoy the
It's asmall unit

within the unit?
thing new to learn
never boring.”

What is your un
emy. We maintain and
world.”

Who is the person y
“The person | respect the

Moga. He takes the time to , and he makes sure en-

Spc. Brian Mackay

present USFK

Compiled by Pfc. Edgar R. Gonzalez

listed soldiers are taken care of. Hefliesmy air-
craft, so | get to see what a good soldier heis.”

How long have you been working for/
with the military and where have you
served? “I've been in the Army for three
years. |’ ve been stationed at Fort Hood and then
here. | also spent six months in Bosnia.”

What is your dream duty station? “I'd
like to serve with the 43rd CAV in Colorado
Springs.”

What is the most interesting thing you
have seen or done while in Korea? “| spent
a day on atrip to the DMZ with my troop, and | got to see
both North and South Korean soldiers. | walked into the con-
ference room where you can walk in North Korea, and that
was exciting.”

Your parting shot: “No one comes close to 16 CAV's
excellence!”

Pfc. Edgar R. Gonzalez

fc. Lee, Young Wook, an
Paimi nistrative assistant with HHC
Eighth U.S. Army Command
Chaplain Office, has gone to school in
Hawaii and done mission work in Costa
Rica.
Hometown: Jeon-ju, Jeon-buk prov-
ince.

What do you like most about Ko-
rea? “I love that Korea has four sea-
sons. In the summer | can go to the
beach and get a sun tan. Autumn has
beautiful scenery, especially in the mountains. | like
winter’s snow, and the springtime is the best season for
chilling out.”

What do you like about your job within the unit?
“Before | joined the Army, | didn’t know anything about
administration, but now | know how to handle a bunch of
things like how the Army gives soldiers leave or sends
them TDY. It'simproved my organizational skills, which
I'll useif | ever have my own company.”

What is your unit’s mission? “To serve God and
help soldiers with religious matters.”

Who is the person you respect most in your unit?

Pfc. Lee, Young Wook

“1 admire Chaplain Wisdom the most because he's
alwaysworking for the Army. Heis avery consid-
erate and professional person and soldier.”

How long have you been in the military?
“I’ve been in for seven months’

What is your dream job? “I’'m going to be
our new information management officer, and
that’s exciting. | think I’ ve gained an intuition for
administration, and now I'll get to work with a
computer and learn alot about them. It really help
me after I'm out of the Army.”

What is the most interesting thing you
have seen or done whilein Korea? “After | graduated from
my university, some of my fellow graduates and | went to
Cheju Island to celebrate. We traveled all around it, going
horseback riding, exploring caves and looking at waterfalls.
That was a wonderful time.

And after | joined the Army, | went on atour of the Joint
Security Area. That was special to me because it was the first
timel truly realized | was acitizen of anation that is divided.”

Your parting shot: “My timeasaKATUSA will giveme
many advantages when it’s done, and I'll never forget it. |
hope U.S. soldiers also have the wonderful experience of Korea
that I’ve had.”

Pfc. Nicole C. Adams



Soldiers take on the challenge

and earn the honor of...

The best of the

year

Story and photos by Pfc. Nicole C. Adams

After multiple displays of their military knowledge and
soldier skills, three soldiers were selected asthe Eighth U.S.
Army Noncommissioned Officer, Soldier and Korean
Augmentee to the U.S. Army of the Year.

Sergeant Scott S. Yochum, Company B, 1st Battalion
9th Infantry Regiment, Camp Casey, took the title of NCO
of the Year. Yochum'’sorigina intention was to demonstrate
to himself how much military knowledge he had.

“1 knew about the Army so why not try to useit. It was
my way of trying to be the best that | could be.”

So far, the best he can be |sthe best in EUSA. After
winning the first board at the TR W T
battalion level, he decided to
keep competing for himself
and his unit, but he never
thought he would win every-
thing.

“1 had no clue that | was
going to win all the way up to
Eighth Army. "

Hefeelsthat having confi-
dence in himself helped him
make it so far.

“A lot of people don’'t
have the guts to keep going af -
ter they win one board. They call
it quits.”

Soldier of the Year, Spc. Corey H.L. Glasford, Co. G
52nd Aviation Regiment, Camp Eagle, didn’t think he would
make it as far as he did either. He went to the board simply
for a chance at promotion.

“| wanted to go to the pro-
motion board and (going to the
soldier of the month board)
was my way of proving my
worth. | never thought | would
get this far. | just figured there
would always be someone out
there studying harder than me.”

But, after studying for four
months from the time he got off
of work until the time he went
to bed, Glasford must have
been the one studying the hard-
est.

GLASFORD
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“1t takes a serious mind to overcome all of the obstacles
and iron determination to keep going when you are so sick
and tired of studying.”

That determination took him al the way to the end and
most likely will help him get that promotion that heinitially
set out for.

Sgt. Park, Jae Bum, with the 82nd Engineer Co., Camp
Edwards, showed that KATUSAS have what it takes to ex-
cel inthe U.S. Army by winning KATUSA of the Year. He
said that KATUSAS are necessary to the U.S. Army in Ko-
rea.

He went to his first board in order to gain more
knowledge of the U.S. military
and its history and to be a bet-
ter leader.

“I thought it would be a
good chance to be able to acti-
vate and motivate myself in the
Army, and | really wanted to
show our KATUSAS hidden
ability.”

That was something that he
obviously proved to multiple
board members, but that will not
stop him from continuing to get
better.

“I"ll keep trying to push
and motivate myself to be aknowledgeable NCO and a good
leader. 1’1l also motivate other KATUSASsto accomplish their
mission and job by 100 percent.”

The winners attended aluncheon at the Hartell House on
Y ongsan Sept. 14, and were awarded their certificatesby Lt.
Gen. Daniel J. Petrosky, EUSA commander. In addition to
being awarded certificates, the three received the Army
Commendation Medal.

Final EUSA selection boards were held Aug. 2 and three
people participated in each category.

PARK

“It takes a serious mind to overcome
all of the obstacles and iron

determination to keep going.”
Corey H.L. Glasford
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FINAL FRAME

The Sokjojon, Toksu Palace in Seoul
wel comes guests with sunflowers and a
serene fountain.

Photo by Yo, Kyong-II
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